Oswald’ £ Ma-*"' « <2- Record 

Photocopies of such an extensive nature that they may safely he 
presumed to be all of the records the Marine Corps had on Oswald appear 
on Vol. XIX, pp. 656-768. They were presented to the Commission by Col. 
Folsom, who also by mail provided the Commission with a transcript of 
Oswald's firing record and the iJi aiune Corps* evaluation thereof. 

Oswald enlisted on Oct, 2i tf 1956. He was courtmartialed several 

times, the second one, a summary courtmartial, tried *Wte 27, 1958, 

contained 2 charges not entirely unusual in the military service. As 

a matter of fact, there may be many former servicemen who have dreamed 

of committing the second offense. The charges are ''.wrongfully used 

provoking words to a jstaff non-commissioned officer on or about 20 June 

1958, at ithe Bluebird Cafe, Yamato, Japan.” The second charge was 

SPEC 

”violation of art 128 UCMJ.spsE: Assault a Staff Non- Commissioned Offi- 
cer by pouring a drink on him on or about 20 June 1958 at the Bluebird 
Cafe, Yamato,’ Japan”. He was found not guilty of the second charge. 

The sentence on the first charge was "To be cnfd at hard labor for 28 
days and to FORF $55.00 per month for 1 month." The confinement was 
waived. 

On April 11, 1958, he was courtm&rtialed and sentenced "To be con- 
fined at hard labor” this time for 20 days, and to forfeit $25.00 a month 
for 2 months, and to be reduced to the grade of private. The confinement 
was suspended for 6 months unless sooner vacated, and the hard labor was 
remitted. 

The second violation was less than 6 months after the first, but 
apparently the ^arine Corps chose to ignore it. 

The April courtmartial was a consequence of his accidentally shoot- 
ing himself. The charge involved "having in his possession a privately- 
owned weapon that was not registered." The Judge Advocate General found 
that Oswald received his injury "as a re stilt of an accidental di s charge \ 
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of a weapon". This happened when, "upon opening his locker, a .22 cal. 
pistol fell to the floor and discharged," wounding Oswald in the left 
elbow. The Marine Corps found this wound "was incurred in line of duty 
ana nou result or mi s conduct 0 " They were very generous. 

Oswald was also entrusted with classified information. His service 
record reveals that on May 3, 1957, at Jacksonville, Fla., he was "granted 
final clearance" to handle classified information. This was "after care- 
ful checks of local records had disclosed no derogatory data." 

This is what the Marine Corps said about the man the Commission 

describes as /'an active proselytizing Communist while in the Marine Corps, 

an 

a man who on his own studied Russi^, who had Communist literature all 
over the place. Of course, it may be that the Marinexfcaapx Corps is not 
only generous but careless; but it may just as easily be inferred that 
the Marine Corps did trust Oswald and had its own reasons to. The ex- 
cerpt quoted above is from p.655j the papers dealing with the court-martial 
are scattered throughout, but the essence is revealed on pp. 663-4. 

Upon discharge Oswald signed an acknowledgment of having been in- 
formed about the penalties for violating the Internal Security Act of 
1950 (p.680). The Marine c orps form, which has him acknowledging re- 
ceipt ol the ini ormaoion, reads, ... prescribe sevei'e penalties for 
unlawfully divulging information affecting the National Defense. I eer- 
tify that I have read and understand appendices E, D, 3, F, and II of the 
U„ S. Navy Security Manual for Classified ^atter, I have been irfbrmed 
and am aware that certain categories of Reserve and Retired person©!! 
on inaccive duty can be recalled to duty, under the pertinent provisions 
of law reiatinng to each class for trial by court-martial for unlawful 
disclosure 01 information. I have been informed and am aware that the 
making of a wilfully false statement herein renders me subject to trial 
therefore, as provided by 18 U. S. C., 19l|6 ed., S up . jy, 1001." 
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Nonetheless, when Oswald appeared at the Embassy in Moscow, he 
specifically informed the Embassy that hs intended to tell the Russians 
all he knew, and this certainly included classified data, especially 
with regard to radar installations, codes, etc. In the face of o this, 
nothing was done to ^swald when he returned to the United States. The 
FBI didn 8 1 even keep him under regular surveillance. 

The collection of exhibits also includes documentation of Mrs. 
Oswald's need. The approval of the hardship discharge certainly seemed 
warranted for the nature of the material with which the Marine Corps 
was supplied. What does seem odd is that Oswald, having obtained his 
discharge by fraud, since he did not support his mother but left the 
country immediately, was never subject to charges on this count. 

A transcript of Oswald’s radar training appears on p.75k. It cer- 
tainly seems to indicate classified matter. 

The loyalty certification signed by Oswald appears on pp. 763-5. 
References to the courts martial appear on pp. 663-4, 682-1;, 692, 707-8, 
7l)-7"52. me approval to handle classified documents, pp.665£ 680, 

763-5. The fact that his enlistment had only i;3 days to go at the time 
of his discharge is revealed on p. 676 . 



